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Managing Stormwater at Home with Rain Barrels
With major storm events becoming more frequent, managing stormwater is an ever 
increasing issue for homeowners. Impervious surfaces such as roofs and pavement 
keep the water from being absorbed into the ground. Additionally, large lawns of 
turf grass often do a poor job of soaking rain in quickly which can contribute to high 
volumes of water runoff. Stormwater runoff poses many issues for the environment 
and communities. Runoff frequently carries pollutants such as fertilizers, herbicides, 
pet waste, and litter into our waterways. If the water does not have a way to properly 
drain, it can lead to flooding and other property damage. Given the wide range of 
issues that can be caused by increased volumes of stormwater, it is important to 
consider different management strategies.

The most impactful way to manage stormwater properly is to figure out how to 
‘slow it down and soak it up’. Slowing the water down can help prevent erosion and 
allows stormwater systems to adequately handle storm events. If stormwater can be 
absorbed into the ground on your property, that is even better since it prevents the 
water from entering and potentially overloading our sewer systems. There are many 
different strategies that homeowners can take to ‘slow it down and soak it up’ on 
their properties such as decreasing the amount of turf grass in their lawn or planting 
native gardens. 

If changing your greenspace isn’t 
an option, consider installing a 
rain barrel or two. Rain barrels 
capture water from the roof and 
hold it for later use. They are 
typically attached to downspouts 
and can collect most if not all 
rain that falls on your roof. Once 
in the barrel, the water can then 
be used to irrigate your lawn, 
water house plants, or dispelled 
onto your property any time after 
the storm. Just 1/4 inch of rainfall 
can yield up to 150 gallons of 
water from a 1000 square foot roof. Imagine the water bill savings if you used 
that water in your outdoor irrigation! Rain barrels can be purchased from Clermont 
SWCD, through Save Local Waters’ Rain Barrel Art Project, or you can build your 
own rain barrel using repurposed plastic containers. If you have any questions about 
using rain barrels on your property or about the Rain Barrel Art Project, please 
contact Education Coordinator Kat Zelak at kzelak@clermontcountyohio.gov.
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Finding Ways to Improve Your Ag Operation
This has been an excellent fall for harvesting crops, but as we enter the winter season, additional challenges 
come with living on a farm. As the growing season comes to an end and the weather turns to rain and cold, 
management of our farms also changes. Mud is here to stay until the summer or the occasional winter freeze. 
Feeding becomes more time intensive due to lack of growing grass. Animals are often confined to heavy use 
pads or barns, which collect manure and have to be managed. There is also the worry of that gully blowing out 
during a winter rain before crops can be planted in the spring. With all this added stress, we also have to be 
mindful of laws regarding nutrient and sediment runoff into our streams. 
I encourage you to take note of all the hardships this winter and assess your operation. What can be done to 
improve your situation? Are there better ways to deal with the mud? Need a solution to that field gully? How 
about better ways to deal with manure? Our office is available to help you in this assessment and find solutions 
that best meet your needs. Maybe you could benefit from incentive programs with NRCS. Below are some 
guidelines to keep us from visiting your property for the wrong reasons, by knowing your responsibility and 
adhering to the Ohio Ag Pollution Laws. 
• Spread at rates following the 4-R’s - Right Nutrient Source, Right Rate, Right Time, and Right Place.
• Stockpile manure 300 feet or greater from streams, ditches, ponds, and other waters of the state.
• Spreading manure between the dates of Dec. 15- March 1 is not recommended unless applied to a growing 
crop or being injected into the soil. 
• Spreading fertilizer/manure on snow or frozen ground is not recommended in southwest Ohio.
• Check weather forecast before applying fertilizer/manure to minimize runoff.
• Ensure your facility has the ability to store and handle fertilizer/manure from your operation safely.

Chris Smith Honored as SWCD Cooperator of the Year
Clermont SWCD was honored to present Chris Smith with our Cooperator of the Year award at our Annual 
Meeting. Chris Smith operates Bogie Greene Acres in Felicity where he lives with Kelli, his wife of 26 years. 
Together they raise beef cattle and farm about 250 acres of grain. Chris started growing tobacco when he was 16, 
and began raising cattle on his grandfather’s 
farm – the farm he now operates - about 25 
years ago. He has installed a number of 
conservation practices, including a manure 
storage barn, watering facilities, fence and 
heavy use area protection. Currently, he has 
a contract to develop a nutrient management 
plan for his farm. 
Chris has also been involved in a number of 
other activities. He has been a 4-H advisor 
for over 30 years. Recently, Chris served 
as a Trustee for Franklin Township, and 
also served on the Felicity-Franklin School 
Board for eight years.
We commend Chris Smith for his 
stewardship efforts, and for being an active 
partner in helping to protect the land and 
valuable natural resources of the county. Chris Smith receives Cooperator of the Year award 

from Clermont County Commissioners.
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Calling All Artists
Want to showcase your art in the
 Rain Barrel Art Benefit Auction?

      Here is How:
1. Visit SaveLocalWaters.org website to sign up and 

submit your idea for approval by Dec. 16th
2. Once approved, attend the artist workshop on   
 Jan. 7th at the Cincinnati Zoo.  
3. Pick up your rain barrel at end of the workshop
4. Return your painted rain barrel and visit it at the 

Cincinnati Zoo through April.
   Simple as that! 

This Rain Barrel Art Project was created to promote 
the use of rain barrels throughout the Ohio River  

Valley area via an entertaining yet 
educational medium.  

Visit SaveLocalWaters.org for more information. 

Rain Barrel Art  
Benefit Auction Online April 18-28

 

Connie O’Connor 
Re-Elected to Board of Supervisors 

In the election held September 14, Connie O’Connor 
was re-elected for a second term on the Soil and Water 
Conservation District’s Board of Supervisors. Her 
term will begin January 1, 2023 and run through 2026. 
Congratulations Connie, and thank you for serving your 
conservation district!

Kim Rees Wins SWCD 
Educator of the Year

Kim Rees, a 4th grade math and science teacher at 
Merwin Elementary School, was awarded the Educator 
of the Year award at our Annual Meeting held in 
September.
Teaching has been Kim’s passion for twenty-five years.  
Over the 2021-22 school year, Kim worked hard to 
reduce food waste at Merwin Elementary. This inspired 
a shift from Merwin’s Math and Science Club into a 
Science and Nature Club. Through a partnership with 
Clermont SWCD and the Cincinnati Nature Center, 
as well as Merwin’s Kindness Club, Kim was able 
to create an amazing outdoor classroom and garden 
featuring native plants. Kim is also working hard to 
develop a food waste composting program, with the 
finished compost being used on the school garden.
Clermont SWCD is pleased to honor Kim Rees for her 
conservation education efforts, and looks forward to 
working with her in the future. If you would like to 
learn more about education programs offered through 
Clermont SWCD, visit https://www.clermontswcd.org/
education-and-outreach/

Kim Rees receives Educator of the Year award 
from Clermont SWCD Board and Staff.
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Clermont SWCD to Begin Long 
Range Planning Efforts in 2023

This winter, Clermont SWCD plans to host multiple 
public meetings to gather input from residents 
and landowners on the our programs and services. 
Information gathered from these meetings will 
be used to update the District’s five-year strategic 
plan. Please watch www.clermontswcd.org or our 
Facebook page for updates and information on how 
you can participate. If you have questions, please 
email jmcmanus@clermontcountyohio.gov or call 
(513) 732-5075 ext. 3

Holiday Lights Recycling Event
While decorating for the holiday season, you may 
encounter a few strings of lights that mysteriously 
decided to quit working, or the dreaded wad of lights 
that is impossible to untangle. Don’t throw those strings 
of lights away - recycle them properly! 
The Adams-Clermont Solid Waste District and Cohen 
have teamed up again this year to provide convenient 
opportunities to recycle those unwanted or non-working 
decorative string lights. From December 1st to February 
1st residents can recycle their traditional or LED-style 
string lights by dropping them into a specially marked 
outdoor container at the following locations: 
• Shor Park: 4659 Tealtown Road Milford, OH 45150 
- container is by the public restrooms 
• Sycamore Park: 4082 State Route 132, Batavia OH 
45103  - container is by the public restrooms 
• Clermont County Soil & Water Conservation 
District: 1000 Locust St. Owensville, OH 45160 - 
container is in front of the Agricultural Service Center 
at the County Fairgrounds, near gazebo  
• Pierce Township Service Department: 950 Locust 
Corner Rd, Cincinnati, OH 45245 - container is next to 
the public recycling dumpsters  
 • Clermont County Water Resources: 4400 Haskell 
Lane Batavia, OH 45103  
• Cincinnati Nature Center (CNC members only): 
4949 Tealtown Road, Milford, OH 45150 - Container 
is at the Rowe Woods Visitor Center  
• Long Branch Farm & Trails (CNC members 
only): 6926 Gaynor Road, Goshen, OH 45122 

It is important to remember that holiday lights cannot 
be placed in your curbside recycling bin or in the public 
recycling drop-off container you typically use because 
they will tangle around the machinery and automated 
equipment at the recycling processing center. Holiday 
lights require special handling and processing that 
Cohen is happy to provide! Please note this is for 
traditional or LED string lights only - fluorescent 
bulbs or large halogen bulbs cannot be accepted. 
For more information about this event or any other 
services provided by the Adams-Clermont Solid Waste 
District, please visit www.OEQ.net, email dsnyder@
clermontcountyohio.gov, or phone (513) 732-7744.

Calendar
Monthly Board Meeting Dec. 14 8am
Holiday (Office Closed) Dec. 26 
Holiday (Office Closed) Jan. 2
Monthly Board Meeting Jan. 11 8am
Holiday (Office Closed) Jan. 16
Monthly Board Meeting Feb. 8 8am
Monthly Board Meeting Mar. 8 8am
Monthly Board Meeting Apr. 12 8am
Spring Litter Clean-Up Apr. 22
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If your address is incorrect or you would like to be added / removed from our mailing list, please contact us at (513) 732-7075.

All NRCS / SWCD programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status.

Thanks to all our Cooperators for all the 
Conservation Best Management Practices Installed this Year

Agriculture Chemical Handling Facility to safely store, mix, 
load and clean-up chemicals while protecting water quality.

Practice Installed Amount
Access Road  88 ft
Brush Management 20 acres
Conservation Cover 76.3 acres
Cover Crop  1348.1 acres
Fence  17,248 ft
Forest Stand Improvement 7.2 acres
Heavy Use Area Protection 2,796 sq ft
Herbaceous Weed Control 44.6 acres
High Tunnel System  2 units
Livestock Pipeline  405 ft
Nutrient Management  813.1 acres
Pasture and Hay Planting 29.3 acres
Roof Runoff Structure  2 units
Watering Facility 3 units
Total  $293,473.27

EQIP 1479.4 acres
16 contracts $388,943.00

Clermont SWCD Hires New Urban Technician
This October, Clermont SWCD hired Amanda Best 
as our new Urban Technician. This is a new position 
which will be responsible for inspecting erosion and 
sediment control practices at active construction 
sites. Prior to starting with Clermont County, 
Amanda worked as a survey aid for Woodford 
County SWCD in Illinois where she helped to get 
farm conservation on the ground. She graduated 
with a B.A. in Environmental Studies from Illinois 
Wesleyan University in spring of 2020 where she 
also played collegiate lacrosse. In her free time she 
enjoys trying new food and restaurants, crafting, and 
taking a good walk.
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Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District
P.O. Box 549
1000 Locust Street, Owensville, Ohio 45160
Phone: 513-732-7075
www.clermontswcd.org
http://www.facebook.com/clermontswcd
http://www.twitter.com/clermontswcd

2023 Spring Litter Clean-Up Scheduled for April 22, 2023  
The Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is working with local partners to plan this year’s 
Litter Clean-Up event. The 2023 event will be held at multiple locations through Clermont County on Saturday, 
April 22, 2023. Group and in-person activities plan to be coordinated for the 2023 event. 
There are many opportunities and areas throughout the county for volunteers to help by clearing trash and 
unsightly debris from our parks, waterways and other shared open spaces. Community coordinators will 
provide details on those activities later in the spring. All volunteers will be provided with clean-up materials 
upon request for their activities, including protective 
gloves, trash bags and litter grabbers. Individuals that 
request litter clean-up materials will be sent details 
for supply pick-up in their communities.
We appreciate the support of our partner agencies, 
including the Ohio EPA, Adams-Clermont Soil 
Waste District (ACSWD), the Clermont County Park 
District, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources, 
U.S. Army Corp of Engineers and OSU Extension. 
Most importantly, thank you to the volunteers and 
communities that come back year after year to protect 
our local natural resources! 
Please visit the SLC website for more information: 
www.springlittercleanup.com. For questions or 
additional information please contact Connie 
Miller at (513) 732-7075 ext. 2 or cmiller@
clermontcountyohio.gov.
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