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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
The District is governed by a volunteer board of five supervisors elected to three-
year terms by Clermont County residents and landowners. The supervisors are 
responsible for charting the course for the District’s conservation programs and 
providing oversight of our operations and budget. Funding comes from the 
Clermont County Commissioners, whose contribution is matched by the State 
through the Ohio Soil and Water Conservation Commission. The District also receives 
funding from the Adams-Clermont Solid Waste Management District to conduct 
education programs related to recycling and litter prevention. Other funding comes 
through grants, sales of conservation related items, and donations.

Clermont SWCD Board of Supervisors
From left to right: 

Joe Glassmeyer, Chair
Todd Winemiller, Vice-Chair

Tim Rose, Member
Dave Anspach, Secretary-Treasurer

Connie O’Connor, Member
Ruby
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Staff Changes
Clermont SWCD hired two staff to fill new positions 
created by the Board of Supervisors. In June, Camron 
Smyczek began working part time as our new 
Agricultural Specialist. After graduating from Wilmington 
College in December with a degree in agronomy and 
concentration in soil science, he began working full time 
at the start of 2023. 

In October, Clermont SWCD hired Amanda Best as our new 
Urban Technician. Prior to joining our office, Amanda worked 
as a survey aid for Woodford County SWCD in Illinois. She will 
primarily be responsible for inspecting erosion and sediment 
control practices at active construction sites.

Connie O’Connor Re-Elected
In the election held on September 12, Connie O’Connor won 
a second term on Clermont SWCD’s Board of Supervisors. 
Connie is Director of Applied Learning for the Cincinnati 
Nature Center, where she has worked for the past 28 years. 
Some of her recent projects include leading the local Ohio 
Certified Volunteer Naturalist program, developing a new 
teen conservation program, and designing new ways to 
plan and assess Nature Center programs. We’re excited to 
welcome Connie back for three more years. 
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Soil Conservation Districts got their start following the Dust Bowl era in the 1930s, when a period of 
drought and high winds led to vast amounts of soil being blown from bare, over-plowed farmland, 
blanketing much of the country with thick layers of dust. In April 1935, Congress passed and 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed the Soil Conservation Act creating the Soil Conservation 
Service (now the Natural Resources Conservation Service). In 1941, the Ohio Soil Conservation 
District Enabling Act was passed, allowing the creation of local Soil Conservation Districts. Clermont 
SWCD was established in August 1943.  

In the early years the District focused on working with the Soil Conservation Service and farmers to 
control erosion, promote water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on agricultural working lands. 
Over the decades, Clermont, like many other SWCDs, has become a multi-faceted agency that 
works with rural, suburban and urban landowners alike. The District provides technical assistance, 
educational programming and other resources to landowners to help them address a diverse range 
of local conservation issues.

Our Mission: To Promote the Wise 
Use of Our Natural Resources 
through Service and Education

The Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) is a political 
subdivision of the State of Ohio, as authorized under ORC 901: 13 and 
940. Clermont SWCD was established by local election of the Clermont 
County populace in 1943 to work with landowners to help address soil 

and water conservation issues.

Clermont SWCD Staff
From left to right: Camron Smyczek, Connie Miller, Kat Zelak, 
John McManus, Becky McClatchey, Amanda Best, Jake Hahn
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Pollution Abatement
Under an agreement with the Ohio Department 
of Agriculture, Clermont SWCD investigates 
complaints related to sediment or manure runoff 
from agricultural activities. If a violation is identified, 
SWCD staff work together with the landowner 
to identify ways to correct the problem, lending 
them technical assistance, advice and expertise as 
needed. In 2022, staff investigated four complaints 
and continued to provide assistance to ODA with 
manure runoff issues at a local dairy farm.
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Clermont SWCD works closely with local farmers and the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
to put conservation practices on the ground that help improve soil quality and prevent soil, nutrients, and 
other pollutants from washing off agricultural fields. Due to our efforts and those of our partners at NRCS 
and the East Fork Watershed Cooperative, three East Fork Little Miami River watersheds were included in 
the National Water Quality Initiative (NWQI) program – the only three in Ohio to be included. This program 
provides targeted financial assistance to farmers in these areas for a period of three years. 

Funding through NWQI, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP),  
and the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), allowed the following  
conservation practices to be completed in 2022:

 • Nutrient Management: 813 acres

 • Cover Crop: 1,348 acres

 • Conservation Cover: 76 acres

 • High Tunnels: 2

 • Fence: 17,248 ft.

 • Heavy Use Area Protection: 2,796 sq. ft.

 • Pasture & Hay Planting: 29 acres

 • Watering Facilities: 3

 • Brush Management: 20 acres

 • Forest Management Plans: 2

 • Nutrient Management Plans: 1

 • Herbaceous Weed Treatment 45 acres

 • Forest Stand Improvement 7 acres

 • Livestock Pipeline 405 ft.

AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION
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Additionally, nearly $390,000 was obligated in 2022 
for 16 new contracts covering almost 1,480 acres of 
ground. SWCD’s Conservation Programs Manager 
completed design work for six EQIP projects, and 
assisted NRCS with outreach by visiting new producers 
and providing planning and technical support.

Aerial seeding of cover crops in NE Clermont County

Gully erosion in farm field

Monitoring for pollutants in local streams
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Lower East Fork Restoration Project
In 2022, Clermont SWCD secured over $3.5 million in funding through Ohio 
EPA’s Water Resource Restoration Sponsorship Program to restore nearly 
one mile of the East Fork Little Miami River in Milford. Streambank erosion 
along this segment of the river has accelerated in recent years causing 
large sections of the bank to slip into the river. The rate of erosion has been 
estimated as 7,600 tons of sediment loss annually. With funding in place, 
work will begin on project design in early 2023.  

Watershed Management Plans
Clermont SWCD has been working to update watershed management 
plans which were developed for different sections of the East Fork Little 
Miami River watershed in the early 2000s. The revised plans include 
new data and information along with recommendations for watershed 
restoration and protection. Once approved by Ohio EPA, potential projects 
identified in the plans become eligible for funding through various state 
grants.  In 2022, SWCD completed plans for the East Fork-Solomon Run and 
East Fork-Backbone Creek watersheds.

Williamsburg Wetland Project
Construction of an innovative nutrient removal 
wetland system along the East Fork Little Miami River 
in Williamsburg was substantially completed in 2022. 
The Village of Williamsburg agreed to utilize their 
former 3-acre drinking water reservoir and enhance 
floodplain connectivity to help reduce sediment and 
nutrient pollution. The system is designed to direct 
high river flows into the reservoir, allowing pollutants 
to settle out and slowly release water into a 2,000 
ft. meandering wetland that provides additional 
treatment before re-entering the East Fork. Project 
funding was provided by ODNR H2Ohio grant, an 
Ohio EPA Section 319 grant, three separate grants 
from the US Fish & Wildlife Service, and a grant from 
the Duke Energy Foundation. Once fully functional, 
we expect the wetland to remove over 3600 lbs of 
nitrogen, 1000 lbs of phosphorus and 100 tons of 
sediment each year.

In May 2022, Clermont SWCD and the Clermont 
County Park District finished work on a stream 
restoration and wetland enhancement project at 
Shor Park on Tealtown Road. The project replaced 
200 feet of concrete storm sewer with a natural 
stream channel and three pocket wetlands 
surrounding the new stream. These will help store 
and treat storm water runoff from a residential area 
upstream of the park during heavy rains. Smaller 
parts of the project included the removal of six acres 
of honeysuckle and other invasive species, and 
the installation of log structures and constructed 
riffles to correct streambank erosion problems. The 
project was partially funded by a $135,000 Section 
319 grant awarded to Clermont SWCD by Ohio EPA. 

WATERSHED MANAGEMENT

East Fork Riparian Reserve 
Stream and Wetland 
Restoration
In 2022, Clermont SWCD received 
a $300,000 Clean Ohio grant to 
supplement H2Ohio funds which will 
be used to restore a tributary to the 
East Fork and create five off-channel 
pocket wetlands. The tributary, 
located in the East Fork Riparian 
Reserve on the border of Highland 
and Clinton County, has extensive 
streambank erosion problems and is 
considered impaired by Ohio EPA. The 
project will keep an estimated 67 tons 
of sediment, 2,350 lbs. of nitrogen 
and 670 lbs. of phosphorus from 
washing away each year. The project 
design was completed in 2022 with 
construction anticipated to start in 
March 2023.
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Shor Park Restoration Project

Williamsburg wetland, with reservoir in forefront 
and treatment wetland in back

Severe bank erosion is evident along the 
lower East Fork near Milford

Reconstructed stream channel surrounded by 
three pocket wetlands
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URBAN STORM WATER MANAGEMENT

Clermont County and many of its townships and 
municipalities are required by Ohio EPA to carry out 
programs designed to reduce the amount of pollution in 
storm water runoff. Under an agreement with the Board 
of County Commissioners, Clermont SWCD administers 
many of the required programs, and 2022 proved to 
be an exceptionally busy and productive year. Key 
accomplishments include:

 •  Updating the County’s 5-year Storm Water 
Management Plan

 • Inspections of 68 storm water management basins

 •  Investigations of 8 reports of illegal discharges to 
the storm sewer system

 •  Creation of a new demonstration rain garden at Bite 
Restaurant in Miami Township

 •  Assuming responsibility for the upkeep of Clermont 
County storm sewer maps

Water Management & Sediment Control 
Regulations
In 2022, Clermont SWCD was responsible for updating the 
county’s Water Management & Sediment Control  (WMSC)
regulations, which include erosion control requirements 
for construction activities, and specifications for practices 
such as retention basins that manage storm water runoff 
long after construction has been completed. The Board of 
County Commissioners approved the revisions drafted by 
Clermont SWCD in July 2022.

Also in 2022, Clermont SWCD entered into a new 
agreement with the County Commissioners, under which 
the District will conduct inspections of construction sites 
to determine compliance with the WMSC regulations. 
Since starting this work in October 2022, Clermont 
SWCD’s Urban Technician conducted 260 site inspections.  

Drainage and Erosion Assistance
Technical assistance to property owners dealing with 
drainage or erosion problems is our most requested 
service. In 2022, SWCD staff conducted 120 site visits, 
providing guidance to property owners on a range of 
issues such as flooding/standing water/poor drainage 
on property, storm sewer infrastructure problems, 
ditch and streambank erosion, and pond repair/
construction/management. 

Public Events & Education
•  In April, we partnered with several organizations and 

agencies to host the annual Spring Litter Cleanup, 
during which 330 volunteers collected 380 bags of trash 
and 70+ tires. 

•  Also in April, Clermont SWCD, in partnership with the 
Regional Storm Water Collaborative and the Cincinnati 
Zoo, held the 10th annual Rain Barrel Art Event, during 
which 40 rain barrels painted by local artists were 
auctioned off to raise money for area conservation.

•  We also partnered with the Regional Storm Water 
Collaborative to organize two educational events – a 
Green Infrastructure for Planners workshop in June, and 
the 5th annual Storm Water Management Field Day in 
September.
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Volunteers with new rain garden at Bite Restaurant

Spring Litter Cleanup 2022



Litter Prevention and Recycling
Clermont SWCD continued to assist the Adams-
Clermont Solid Waste District with its litter 
prevention and recycling education programs. Our 
accomplishments in 2022 include:

 •  Establishing year-round recycling programs at 
4 schools, which resulted in 123 lbs. of usable 
supplies being collected and donated to different 
organizations

 •  Conducting end-of school year recycling events at 
4 schools, during which 290 lbs. of school supplies 
were collected and donated.

 •  Conducting 5 food waste audits at 3 schools which 
helped identify opportunities to reduce the amount 
of food waste

 •  Obtaining an Ohio EPA Litter Prevention and 
Recycling Grant through Merwin Elementary School 
to help them begin composting and expand their 
recycling program.

Master Rain Gardeners
Clermont SWCD’s Educational Coordinator worked 
with educators from other SWCDs in southwest Ohio 
to create the Greater Cincinnati Master Rain Gardeners 
program. The first two cohorts were held in the spring 
and fall of 2022, with a total of 35 participants, including 
one who made improvements to our rain garden at the 
Fairgrounds as her class project. Seven new rain gardens 
were built in the Greater Cincinnati area.

Pond Management Clinic
In September, Clermont SWCD was able to hold its first 
pond management clinic since the start of the pandemic. 
A total of 20 people attended and learned about problems 
that arise as ponds age, pond design, fish stocking, pond 
weed control, vegetative buffers and more.
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Conservation Plant Sale
Each spring, Clermont SWCD holds a plant sale for Clermont County 
and neighboring county residents. Customers can purchase low 
cost plants to enhance their home landscaping, develop small 
areas of reforestation, and provide plants for native and pollinator 
gardens. Many of these plants can be used to replace invasive 
plants such as bush honeysuckle, non-native groundcovers and 
perennial flowers that offer little benefit to bees, butterflies and 
other pollinating insects. In 2022, 3,350 plants and 26 rain barrels 
were sold to 193 customers.

Envirothon
Our Education Coordinator was part of the planning team 
for both the Area IV and National Envirothon events. The 
National Envirothon, which had not been held in Ohio 
since 1990, took place at Miami University in July and was 
attended by teams from 36 states and 4 provinces.

Conservation Tours
Clermont SWCD hosted two tours of conservation practices in 2022, 
one for local and state officials and a second for the OKI Regional 
Conservation Council. In September, elected officials were treated to an 
aerial cover crop seeding demonstration at Winemiller Farm, and tours 
of the Williamsburg nutrient removal wetland, the Shor Park restoration 
project, and the future site of the Lower East Fork restoration project. 
Members of the OKI Regional Conservation Council gathered later that 
month to view the Shor Park and Williamsburg projects, take a tour 
of the Valley View Nature Preserve, and learn about USDA’s efforts to 
eradicate the Asian Longhorned Beetle. 

School and Community Programs
As we emerged from the COVID-19 pandemic, Clermont SWCD 
once again began to present conservation education programs 
to K-12 students across Clermont County. In 2022, the District’s 
Education Coordinator gave 58 programs on a variety of topics 
to over 3,800 students and 527 teachers and parents. Time spent 
out of the schools was also productive, as she developed curricula 
for 43 new programs and created a new School Programs Guide. 
The Education Coordinator also spent considerable time reaching 
out to the community, giving 23 separate programs to almost 900 
adults and over 100 children. 

EDUCATION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH

11

SWCD staff and volunteers prepare 
seedlings for the 2022 plant sale



FIND US AT: 
Clermont Soil & Water Conservation District

P.O. Box 549  |  1000 Locust Street
Owensville, OH 45160

www.facebook.com/ClermontSWCD @ClermontSWCD

CLERMONT SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
2022 FINANCIAL REPORT

  DISTRICT ACCOUNT
 BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2022 :  $91,155.00
 Income : $13,131.00 Resale Income
  $8,272.00 Other - Registrations, Compensation
  $263.00 Interest Income
 Expenditures : -$30,863.00
 BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31, 2022 :   $81, 958.00

  SPECIAL ACCOUNT
 BALANCE ON HAND JANUARY 1, 2022 :  $487,965.00
 Income : $282,800.00 County Funding
  $243,871.00 State Match
  $13,504.00 Solid Waste
  $413,338.00 Individual Grants 
  $5,591.00 Other
 Expenditures : -$1,250,155.00*
 BALANCE ON HAND DECEMBER 31,2022 :  $196, 915.00
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 FINANCIAL REPORT

*Expenditures include $574,150 for the Williamsburg Wetland Project. Clermont SWCD 
will receive $300,090 in reimbursements from multiple grants for this project in 2023.


